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Abstract

 
 

The formation of glutathione (GSH) conjugates, best known from the detoxification of xenobiotics,
is a widespread strategy to incorporate sulfur into biomolecules. The biosynthesis of gliotoxin, a
virulence factor of the human pathogenic fungus Aspergillus fumigatus, involves attachment of two
GSH molecules and their sequential decomposition to yield two reactive thiol groups. The
degradation of the GSH moieties requires the activity of the Cys-Gly carboxypeptidase GliJ, for
which we describe the X-ray structure here. The enzyme forms a homodimer with each monomer
comprising one active site. Two metal ions are present per proteolytic center, thus assigning GliJ
to the diverse family of dinuclear metallohydrolases. Depending on availability, Zn(2+), Fe(2+),
Fe(3+), Mn(2+), Cu(2+), Co(2+), or Ni(2+) ions are accepted as cofactors. Despite this high metal
promiscuity, a preference for zinc versus iron and manganese was noted. Mutagenesis
experiments revealed details of metal coordination, and molecular modeling delivered insights into
substrate recognition and processing by GliJ. The latter results suggest a reaction mechanism in
which the two scissile peptide bonds of one gliotoxin precursor molecule are hydrolyzed
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sequentially and in a given order.
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