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Abstract

 
 

The emergence of azole-resistant Aspergillus fumigatus isolates is a matter of significant concern
in Europe, with countries reporting resistance rates (which can be as high as 30%) in hospitalized
patients. Consequently, the treatment guidelines in The Netherlands, the country with the highest
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documented prevalence of azole-resistant A. fumigatus, has just been revised to now recommend
initial therapy with combination therapy until the susceptibility pattern is known. Therefore,
susceptibility testing of clinically relevant isolates has been strongly recommended in the ESCMID-
EFISG aspergillosis guidelines. Furthermore, mixed azole-susceptible and azole-resistant
(isogenic as well as non-isogenic) infections have been reported to occur, which implies that
colonies of clinical cultures may harbour various phenotypes of azole susceptibility.
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