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Abstract

 
 

The isoprenoid alcohol farnesol represents a quorum-sensing molecule in pathogenic yeasts, but
was also shown to inhibit the growth of many filamentous fungi. In order to gain a deeper insight
into the antifungal activity of farnesol, we performed 2D-differential gel electrophoretic analysis (2D-
DIGE) of Aspergillus nidulans exposed to farnesol. We observed an increased abundance of
antioxidative enzymes and proteins involved in protein folding and the ubiquitin-mediated protein
degradation. A striking finding was the strong up-regulation of a dehydrin-like protein (DlpA).
Expression analyses suggested the involvement of DlpA in the cellular response to oxidative,
osmotic and cold stress. In line with these data, we demonstrated that dlpA expression was
regulated by the MAP kinase SakA/HogA. The generation of both a dlpA Tet(on) antisense RNA-
producing A. nidulans strain (dlpA-inv) and a ΔdlpA deletion mutant indicated a role of DlpA in
conidiation and stress resistance of dormant conidia against heat and ROS. Furthermore, the
production of the secondary metabolite sterigmatocystin was absent in both strains dlpA-inv and
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ΔdlpA. Our results demonstrate the complexity of the farnesol-mediated stress response in A.
nidulans and describe a farnesol-inducible dehydrin-like protein that contributes to the high
tolerance of resting conidia against oxidative and heat stress.
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