
 
 
 

 

 Prof. Dr. Peter F. Zipfel
   Infection Biology · Head      International Leibniz Research School · Speaker      +49 3641
532-1301 peter.zipfel@leibniz-hki.de  

 

 

Curriculum vitae

 
 
 
Main Research Areas

Immune escape of human pathogenic micro-organisms
Infection-associated function of the complement system
Genetic susceptibility for infections

 

 
 
Professional Career

https://www.leibniz-hki.de/en/infektionsbiologie.html
https://www.leibniz-hki.de/en/international-leibniz-research-school.html
mailto:peter.zipfel@leibniz-hki.de
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University Jena (FSU Jena) 

Since 2000 Head of the department infection biology, Leibniz-
Institute for Natural Product Research and
Infection Biology – Hans-Knöll-Institute Jena

1999 Nontenured professor, University Hamburg
1993 Habilitation in immunology and molecular

biology, University Hamburg
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1989 Visiting associate, Laboratory of
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Bethesda, Maryland, USA
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Since 2009  Member at the editorial board of molecular
immunology, frontiers in innate immunity

2009 Excellence award from the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Hygiene und Mikrobiologie

Since 2008 Representative of the graduate school 
International Leibniz Research School for
Microbial and Biomolecular Interactions (ILRS)

2008 EFIS lecture award of the European Federation
of Immunological Societies

Since 2007 Principal investigator of the excellence graduate
school Jena School for Microbial
Communication (JSMC)

2007 Heinz Spitzbart award of the European Society
for Infectious Diseases in Obstetrics and
Gynaecology (ESIDOG)

Since 2006 Principal investigator of the graduate school 
International Leibniz Research School for
Microbial and Biomolecular Interactions (ILRS)

2007-2011 President of the European Complement Network
2005 – 2012 Board member of the European Complement

Network
2004 Thuringian research award
Since 2002 Deputy Director of the Leibniz-Institute for



Natural Product Research and Infection Biology
– Hans-Knöll-Institute Jena

Since 2000 Project leader for infection biology, L2
1999-2001 Member at the editorial board of experimental

and clinical immunology, thrombosis and
haemostasis, section editor molecular
immunology
Member of the European Working Party on the
Genetics of Complement mediated Kidney
Diseases, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Hygiene
und Mikrobiologie (DGHM), Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Immunologie, Gesellschaft für
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 How a fungus hijacks our immune system  During infection, the yeast Candida albicans stimulates
the release of tiny RNA fragments, which then stimulate its own growth. An international resea…     
   02/08/2022    Read more      
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 Protein increases risk of age-related visual impairment  The so-called age-related macular
degeneration is one of the most common eye diseases. It affects people over 65 and leads to
severe vision loss in th…        04/23/2020    Read more      
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