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Abstract

 
 

Kexin-like proteinases are a subfamily of the subtilisin-like serine proteinases with multiple
regulatory functions in eukaryotes. In the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae the Kex2 protein is
biochemically well investigated, however, with the exception of a few well known proteins such as
the alpha-pheromone precursors, killer toxin precursors and aspartic proteinase propeptides, very
few substrates are known. Fungal kex2 deletion mutants display pleiotropic phenotypes that are
thought to result from the failure to proteolytically activate such substrates.
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